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Play Based Teaching Policy 

POLICY STATEMENT 

At Glendale Primary School, we strongly believe in the value of play based teaching and see it as an essential part 

of every child’s learning.   Through play, children develop their creativity, flexibility and persistence and can 

practise and apply the skills they have learnt.   Play offers benefits that can support the social, emotional and 

behavioural needs of our learners whilst keeping them interested and engaged. 

The Early Years Learning Framework (2009, p6) defines play based learning as a “context for learning through 

which children can organise and make sense of their social worlds, as they engage actively with people, objects 

and representations”.  

Whilst there are obvious differences in the way that play looks between Kindergarten and Year 6, the need for 

play in its various forms is still a vital activity for older children.  All teachers at Glendale Primary School endeavour 

to include aspects of play based teaching in their classrooms. 

WHAT DOES PLAY LOOK LIKE?          

Play in K-P 

Teachers will provide a safe and stimulating environment with learning centres that are intentionally set up to 

develop content, skills and understanding.  Both teachers and children contribute to the content, layout and use 

of these centres.  Teachers are responsible to provide children with uninterrupted sessions to engage 

meaningfully in their investigations and other play situations.  They facilitate learning by providing children with 

the tools and space to experiment and practise different play based skills.  They help children view literacy and 

numeracy as part of their everyday experiences and encourage them to see themselves as communicators, 

readers, writers, thinkers and problem solvers. 

In the early childhood area play will be:   

 Child Initiated 

 Guided  

 Adult lead 

Play Based Teaching in Years 1 to 6 

Children in Years 1 to 6 experience significant changes in the ways they work, learn and play at school.  This may 

still be through free, guided or structured learning with intentional teaching.  Play Based Teaching opportunities 

are to be delivered though small group work and with hands on experiences across all domains with time for 

investigation and inquiry. The inquiry based approach helps children to investigate topics they are interested in, in 

an informal way enabling them to deepen their knowledge, develop their communication skills, think critically, 

recall procedures and collaborate together.  

Environments   

At Glendale Primary School, teachers are to use the available indoor and outdoor areas to provide rich and varied 

teaching opportunities.  The environment allows for the elements of risk and adventure.  The space is monitored 

for health and safety issues and teachers model to children how to care for materials, equipment and the 

environment. 
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Play Based Teaching Policy - 

Continued 

Indoor Play Based Teaching  

The Kindy and Pre-primary classrooms are purpose built and are to be set up to with a wide range of learning 

areas; including dramatic, sensory, construction, art, maths and literacy spaces. Open ended learning invitations 

are set up for the students to engage in independently and with the guidance of staff.  

The classrooms from Years 1-6 include flexible learning spaces within the classroom, specialist subject classrooms, 

library, wet areas and two undercover spaces across the school. 

Outdoor Play  

The Kindy and Pre-primary teachers use the outdoor space during discovery time as part of the whole learning 

environment.  Outdoor learning objectives are set and specific learning opportunities are planned through the use 

of invitations to play. The natural environment along with equipment is used to enhance what is being taught in 

the classroom, develop cooperation, creative and imaginative play that links with multiple curriculum areas as well 

as to develop gross and fine motor skills.  With a teaching focusing on biological science and sustainability taking 

place in the established vegetable, herb and bush tucker gardens. Our teachers recognise that not all play is 

planned and free play is as valid as intentional play based activities that have been chosen to meet curriculum 

needs. Duty teachers encourage children to participate in dramatic play by modelling how to use and explore role 

play areas. There are also quite areas where children can play instruments, draw or read a book.  

GOALS             

The intention of this policy is to ensure that teachers plan for and implement enhanced play based teaching 

experiences throughout the curriculum, alongside more explicit teaching, with the intention to improve outcomes 

for all students.  This plan is to develop a common understanding of language, theory and best practice based on 

the Early Years Learning Framework, the National Quality Standards and current early childhood research.   

GOALS 
 

ACTIONS 

All staff will endeavour to provide an environment 
and a climate that values and enhances play and 
investigation both within the classroom and outside 
in the school grounds and surrounding areas. 

 Monitor the policy and its application in the 
classrooms through performance management. 

 Teachers to collaborate and share best practice. 

Guided by the Kathy Walker training, staff will use a 
common approach towards sustained and 
meaningful engagement of Kindy and Pre-primary 
students in uninterrupted, exploratory play. 

 Ample daily opportunities for uninterrupted 
exploratory play through discovery time. 

 Trial extending this into our Year 1 and 2 
classrooms. 

 Enable access to professional learning for early 
childhood staff in Walker Learning 

Develop loose parts play across the school (loose 
parts are items that children can move, adapt, 
control, change and manipulate) 

 Promote the use of REMIDA to collect loose parts 
for investigative play across the school. 

Extend the nature play spaces available for children 
to use within the school grounds and work to 
maintain them so they retain their play value (Cosy 
cubby spaces etc.) 

 Create a nature space in upper primary to 
support outdoor learning and play. 

 Funds are to be used for equipment and 
resources that support play based approach. 

Communicate the importance of play to all families 
and the role that parents have in modelling social 
skills, investigation and inquiry. 
  

 Providing materials that promote exploration and 
learning through play to the wider community 
e.g. Learning through play leaflets, STEM at home 
booklets. 

 Parent boards in each classroom with learning 
objectives. 

 Play posters /statements displayed in classrooms 


